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crown of large amber disks in each of which was set a
coral bead, and with similar ornaments sewed on black
satin bands holding together the innumerable plaits of
her hair, presided over a long line of copper kettles, from
which she dealt out milk and tea, that male and female
slaves placed with a bag of tsamba and a box of butter
before each new-6omer. She was the Deba's second wife,
and by her he had a son and a daughter; the first wife
was dead, and had left him five sons. The chiefs most
valued belongings were a very common Lefaucheux re-
volver he had bought from a Chinese, and a few fowls
brought from Ssii-ch'uan as curiosities, and the only
ones I saw in this part of the country.
He agreed to hire me a number of yak to carry my
luggage to Jyekundo, the first town south of the Dre ch'u,
and exchanged three or four fresh ponies for my worst
ones. Besides a few presents of no great value which I
gave him before leaving, I promised to send him a revolver
and a hundred cartridges on arriving at Jyekundo. This
prize delighted him; he said that his peace was being con-
tinually disturbed by the Goiok and the Derge people, who
made razzias on his lands, .but now he would be able to
sleep quietly, for when they learnt, as he would take care
they should, that he had a " six-shooter," they would be
more wary how they troubled him. I asked him what
was his name,, for Nam-ts'o Pur-dung was only a nick-
name which meant the "Hammerer of Nam-ts'ow; but he
said that no one might know it, it was a profound secret,
and his enemies feared him the more on account of this
mystery which hung about his personality.
The exposed and difficult position which this borderer
holds, and the little store he can put on the assistance of
the Chinese government are exemplified by fche following